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THERESA NUZZO SCHOOL MARSA Half-Yearly Exams 2020-2021 

GRADE 6 ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION 1 
Here are two diagrams about two different animals: (6 marks) 

SEA LIONS 
Dark eyes 

Closable nostrils 

Ears Thick, short fur is 
dark brown to buff-

coloured 

Pointed snout 

Sensory whiskers, 
called vibrissae 

Babies are dark 
grey to light brown Wing-like 

fore-flipper 

Tan coat 

Sensory 
whiskers 

FEMALE 

Long thick mane of 
hair on neck of male 

Long tufted tail 

MALE 

LIONS 
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A. Give short accurate answers to the following questions: (½ mark each) 

1. Give a common feature (labelled in the diagram) that the two animals have in 

common :  ______________________________ 

2. What colour are the baby sea lions? ______________________________ 

3. What characteristic does the male lion have and that the female lion does not 

have? ______________________________ 

4. Give the technical word that is used for the sea lion’s whiskers. 

 ______________________________ 

B. In the boxes write FOUR adjectives from the diagrams that are 
USED MORE THAN ONCE: (½ mark each) 

  

  

C. Lions or Sea Lions? Tick the correct column. The first one is done for you as an 
example (½ mark each) 

  Lions Sea Lions 

1 Has thick short fur  ✓ 

2 They have wing-like fore-flippers.   

3 Their coat is of tan colour   

4 Their tail is long and tufted.   

5 They have closable nostrils.   
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ANDROCLES AND THE LION 
 It happened in the old days at Rome that a slave named Androcles escaped from 

his master and fled into the forest, and he wandered there for a long time until he was 

weary and well spent with hunger and despair. (paragraph 1) 

 Just then he heard a lion near him moaning and groaning and at times roaring 

terribly. Tired as he was Androcles rose up and tried to run away from the lion; but as 

he made his way through the bushes he stumbled over the root of a tree and fell down. 

When he tried to get up, he saw the lion coming towards him, limping on three feet and 

holding his forepaw in front of him. (paragraph 2) 

 Poor Androcles was in despair; he had no 

strength to rise and run away, and there was the lion 

coming upon him. But when the great beast came up to him, instead of attacking him, 

it kept on moaning and groaning and looking at Androcles, who saw that the lion was 

holding out his right paw, which was covered with blood and very swollen. Looking 

more closely at it Androcles saw a great big thorn pressed into the paw, which was the 

cause of all the lion's trouble. Plucking up courage he seized hold of the thorn and 

drew it out of the lion's paw, who roared with pain when the thorn came out. However, 

soon after it found such relief that he crawled to Androcles and showed, in every way 

that he knew, to whom he owed the relief. Instead of eating him up he brought him a 

young deer that he had slain, and Androcles managed to make a meal from it. For some 

time the lion continued to bring the prey he had 

killed to Androcles, who became quite fond of 

the huge beast.  (paragraph 3) 

THERESA NUZZO SCHOOL MARSA Half-Yearly Exams 2020-2021 

GRADE 6 ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION 2 
SECTION 1 (10 marks) 
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A. Find: (½ mark each) 

1. From paragraph 1 ONE word which means very tired. __________________ 

2. From paragraph 2 TWO sounds that the lion was making.  

 __________________ and __________________ 

3. A phrase of TWO WORDS from paragraph 3 referring to the lion.

 __________________ 

D. Answer these questions (1 mark each) 

1. Why was Androcles in despair (paragraph 3)? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. What did Androcles do to help the lion? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. What was the first animal that the lion brought to Androcles to eat? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

  T F 

1 This story happened long time ago.   

2 Androcles was a slave.   

3 The lion hurt his back paw.   

4 Androcles was happy when he saw the lion.   

5 Androcles did not help the lion.   

6 The lion used to bring food to Androcles.   

B. Tick true (T) or false (F) (½ mark each) 

C. Underline the best answer to complete the sentences: (½ mark each) 

1. Before he escaped, Androcles lived in (Rome, a forest, in a cave). 

2. Androcles noticed that the lion was hurt because it was (limping, roaring, eating). 

3. The lion had a (cut, thorn, bruise) on his front paw. 

4. When Androcles saw the lion, he thought that it was going to (run away from him, 
eat him, help him.) 



Page  5 of 7 English Half-Yearly Exam (Reading Comprehension) 2020-2021 - Grade 6 - Theresa Nuzzo School 

 But one day a number of soldiers came marching through the forest and found 

Androcles, and as he could not explain what he was doing they took him prisoner and 

brought him back to the town from which he had fled. Here his master soon found him 

and brought him to court. He was condemned to death because he had fled from his 

master. Now it used to be the custom to throw murderers and other criminals to the 

lions in a huge area, so that while the criminals were punished the public could enjoy 

the spectacle of a combat between them and the wild beasts. (paragraph 4) 

 So Androcles was condemned to be thrown to 

the lions, and on the appointed day he was led into 

the arena and left there alone with only a spear to 

protect him from the lion. The Emperor was in the 

royal box that day and gave the signal for the lion 

to come out and attack Androcles. But when it came out of its cage and got near 

Androcles, it stopped. Instead of jumping upon him, it walked slowly and stroked him 

with its paw. The lion made no attempt to do him any harm. (paragraph 5) 

 It was of course the lion which Androcles had met in the forest. The Emperor, 

surprised at seeing such a strange behaviour in such a savage beast, called Androcles 

to him and asked him how it happened that this particular lion had lost all savageness. 

So Androcles told the Emperor all that had happened to him and 

how the lion was showing its gratitude for his having relieved it 

of the thorn. On hearing this, the Emperor pardoned Androcles 

and ordered his master to set him free, while the lion was taken 

back into the forest and let loose to enjoy liberty once more. 

(paragraph 6) 

SECTION 2 (14 marks) 

ANDROCLES AND THE LION (continued) 
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  T F 

1 A few soldiers arrested Androcles.   

2 The murderers’ punishment, in those days, was to be eaten by lions.   

3 Androcles was given a sword to defend himself.   

4 The Emperor watched the spectacle from the royal box.   

5 The lion was carried out into the arena in a cage.   

6 Androcles kept the lion as a pet.   

E. Tick the column T if it’s True or the column F if it’s False  (½ mark each) 

H. Answer these questions: (1 mark each) 

1. Why did the lion not harm Androcles in the arena? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. How do you know that the emperor believed Androcles? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

F. Underline the best answer to complete the sentences: (½ mark each) 

1. Androcles’ former master (forgave, condemned, helped) him. 

2. Even though the lion was hungry he did not (harm, jump, kick) Androcles. 

3. The Emperor thought that the lion’s behaviour was (normal, stupid, strange). 

4. At the end, Androcles was (captured again, set free, killed). 

G. Match column A to column to make full sentences. The first one is done for you as 
an example. (½ mark each) 

COLUMN A 

1 Androcles was captured 

2 Androcles was condemned 

3 The lion walked slowly 

4 The Emperor called 

5 The lion was 

COLUMN B 

 up to Androcles. 

 set free in the forest. 

 to be killed by lions in the arena. 

1 by some soldiers in the forest. 

 Androcles to him. 
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J. Answer these questions. (1 mark each) 

1. Why do you think Androcles escaped from his master? 
 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. Do you find the behaviour of the lion in the arena strange? Circle one: YES / NO 

 Why do you think so? 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

NOW, ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS ABOUT BOTH SECTIONS 

I. Circle two words from the list that show how Androcles felt at the end of the 
story. (½ mark each) 

END OF THE READING COMPREHENSION PAPER 

sad relieved thankful spiteful angry impatient 

K. Tick in which section you can find this part of the story. The first one is done for 
you as an example. (½ mark each)  

  Section 1 Section 2 

1 Androcles was captured.  ✓ 

2 Androcles fled his master.   

3 Androcles helped the lion.   

4 Androcles was set free.   

5 Androcles was sent to die.   


