National | ree - Gharghar (Sandarac (Gum | ree)

® Tl’xe Sanclarac Gum tree was declared as the Ma]tese national tree on the 16th of
Januarg 1992.

L 2 ]t comes from the cypress )Camilﬂ.

® |twas believed to grow in abundance a long time ago in Malta, as is evident from P]aces like
Hal Gharghur and San Gwann tal~6harghar, these Places got there name from the same
tree.

L 2 Tod33 it is very rare to see in the wild and it is an endangered sPecies. We find about a
hundred trees in Melliecha and another four in other parts of Malta.

® T he Sandarac Gum treeis a re]ativelg small tree reachiﬂg a l’xeight of 6mandis very slow
growing,

® Tl’xe leaves are scale like, I~-8mm long and 1-1 Smm wide, and branch out from each other
like gingers.

L 2 Like all coniferous trees the Sandarac Gum tree Produces cones which are both male and
female on the same tree.

® T he female cones start to form at the same time as the male cones. At first they look like a
Four~Pointecl starin the middle of whichis a 5hin3 droplet, stick9 to the touch. T hisis called
a ‘Po“en clroP’ andits s’cickg substance l’xe]Ps the male Po“en to stick to it so thatfertilization
can take Place.

® Tl’xe sceds are small and have a papery wing on cach side. These wings help the seed to be

clisPersed bg wind.




National Hant ~ Ma!tese rock centaury ~ Widnet il~Bahar
(Ma]tese rock centaurg}

* Tl’xis P]ant is endemic, it is in fact found on]3 in the Maltese islands with related sPecies in
]talg, [rance, Spain, For’cuga], Morocco and Algeria, as well as in the Canarg ]slancls.

» Wx]cl Maltese rock centauries grow on sea clitfs on the west of Ma!ta and the south of
(Gozo but it can be easilg Propagatecl from cuttings.
Nowac{ays it is often P]aﬂted in Pub]ic areas but should be P]antecl even more often.
This sPecies is Protectecl bg both local and international legis]ation butin sPite of this
Protection, all is not well for our best-known P]aﬂt. [ts existence in the wild is threatened,
esPeciallg, because of the destruction of its natural habitat.

* s ﬂowering time is between Mag and Julg and it Produces violet flowers.
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