
English Listening comprehension 

  Half-yearly 2017/2018 

Teachers’ copy 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Yellow Group 

 Miss Henry said, “On Monday I want every single person in the Yellow Group 
to give a little show.  I am sure everyone in the group can do something.” 
“What sort of show?” asked Rohan. 
“You could sing a song, or do a dance, or show us some acrobatics.  Or you 
could give a short speech about your pet, or what you did in the holidays.” 
On their way out of the classroom the Yellows chatted excitedly.  Some of 
them seemed to be bursting with ideas.  The rest of them had one weekend to 
think of a good show. 
On Monday everyone in the Yellow Group was keen to participate.  When 
Miss Henry asked who wanted to be first, Asha, Laura, James, Rohan, Philip 
and Suzie shot their hands up in the air. 
Asha was first.  She showed the class how to make a dress out of black, shiny, 
plastic bags.  She showed them how to cut the bags up, and where to staple 
them together.  Soon she was standing in front of them in an elegant, glossy 
black dress, and they were all cheering and clapping. 
“Brilliant!” “Wonderful!” Miss Henry beamed, “Who’s next?” 
Laura ran out to the front.  She peeled off her uniform and underneath she 
was wearing her purple leotard with the glittering stars.  Laura showed them 
ten yoga postures and a cartwheel.  She finished up by standing on her head 
with her toes pointing elegantly towards the ceiling.  That’s when everyone 
clapped. 
“Terrific!” “Amazing!” 

“Who’s next?” asked Miss Henry. 

James wanted to go next.  He showed them how to make potato sculptures.  
“Take an old potato,” he told them, “Cut off the bottom so it will stand up on 
the table.  Then carve a face in it.” 



They watched, fascinated, as he poked out eyes, ears, a nose and a mouth; 
and even carved a little broken tooth.  When he was ready, everyone cheered. 

“Terrific”, “Fabulous!” 

One by one everyone did their show.  Rohan showed them a couple of tricks 
with playing cards. 

“Magic”, “Amazing!”, “Clever Rohan!” 

Philip gave a little talk about his cat and his goldfish.  Suzie told three jokes 
and forgot the end of the fourth, but nobody minded.  They all cheered just 
the same. 

“Well done, Yellows!” 

                                                       (Adapted from Only a Show by Anne Fine) 
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Tick the correct phrase or sentence to answer the questions: 

1. Who did Miss Henry ask to give a show? 
a) Rohan and Asha 
b) Asha, Laura and Suzie 
c) The members of the yellow group 
d) The members of the green group 

 
2. When did Miss Henry explain what they could do? 

a) On Monday 
b) After the weekend 
c) On Sunday 
d) Before the weekend 

 
3. Were they eager to take part? 

a) Yes, some of them were keen 
b) Yes, they all wanted to be first 
c) No, some of them were not so keen 
d) No, they did not raise their hands 

 
4.  Why was Aisha’s dress glossy? 

a) It was made of silk 
b) It was polished 
c) It was made of shiny plastic 
d) It was made of white plastic 

 
5. What was Laura wearing on top of her leotard? 

a) She was wearing a black dress 
b) She was wearing a track suit 
c) She was wearing her uniform 
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d) She was wearing her coat 

 

6) When did the children applaud Laura? 

a) They clapped before she did the cartwheel 
b) They clapped when she did the cartwheel 
c) They clapped before she stood on her head  
d) They clapped when she stood on her head 

 

7) What did James do to make the potato stand on the table? 

a) He stapled the potato pieces together 
b) He placed the potato against the wall 
c) He cut the lower part of the potato 
d) He cut out some holes in the potato 

 

8) What did the children do while James was showing them how to carve a 
face? 
a) They watched attentively 
b) They ignored him 
c) They shouted, “Terrific” 
d) They copied him 

 

9) What did Rohan show the class? 
a) He showed them two tricks with playing games 
b) He showed them how to play a card game 
c) He showed them one magic trick 
d) He showed them two playing cards 
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10) What happened when Suzie forgot the ending of her last joke? 
a) She started laughing 
b) She repeated her third joke 
c) They all remained silent 
d) They still enjoyed themselves 

 

11) Write TRUE or FALSE near each statement 
a) Miss Henry knew that the children could do something _______ 

b) Miss Henry told Rohan that he could sing a song _______ 

c) Asha used transparent tape to join the bags together _______ 

d) Miss Henry liked Asha’s dress _______ 

e) Philip gave a short speech about dogs _______ 

f) The carved face had a broken little tooth _______ 

g) This story is written by Enid Blyton _______ 

 

12) Fill in the blanks with a suitable WORD. 

a) Miss Henry wanted the yellow group to give a little ___________ 

b) The children tried their __________ to show off their talents 

c) The class clapped and cheered to __________ the children. 
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Half Yearly Examinations 2018 
 

Year 4 English: 
Reading and Writing 

Time: 1hr 15 mins 

 

Name:_______________________ Class:____________ 

 

Reading:                       Writing:                                                  Mark:                                            

 

 

 

Read the following instructions carefully: 

• Fill in your name and class 
• Turn the page only when you’re told 
• Read carefully the titles and questions before writing down the answer 
• If you don’t know an answer, continue with the other exercises and come 

back to it at the end 
• Cross out mistakes neatly 

 

 
 

60 
 

25 

  

35 
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Section A: Part 1- Long reading text 
 

Taking care of a fish 

Fish are very popular pets.  Unlike dogs and cats, they are not soft 
and cuddly, but they are beautiful to watch and very calming. (par. 1) 

What does a fish look like? 

Fish, which come in a wide range of colours, are small animals that 
live in the water.  They move through the water using their fins and 
tails to help them.  On the side, they have gills that they use to help 
them breathe underwater.  Additionally, they have large eyes to help 
them look around.(par.2) 

 
What does a fish need? 

In the home, fish need to be kept in a fish tank.  If there is just one 
fish, like a goldfish, then they can live in a fairly small tank but they 
need enough room to move freely.  You may choose to keep lots of 
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fish at one time, but if you do, 
you will need a large tank.  
Some fish live in cold water so 
their tank can be filled with 
water from the tap.  Others 
(tropical) need warm water to 
survive so their tank needs to 
have a special part that heats 
the water up.  Some fish need 
fresh water while others will 
need salt water to stay 

healthy. (par.3) 

 

What else do I need to keep my fish healthy? 

It is vital to keep the water 
in fish tanks clean.  This is 
because fish breathe using 
their gills (small slits down 
the side of their bodies).  If 
the water is dirty, they are 
“breathing in” the dirt from 
the water, which can make 
them ill.  Fish tanks need 
cleaning regularly by hand, 
or by using a filter. (par.4) 
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1.  Circle two body parts that a fish has:                      (1mark) 
a. Gills 
b. Fins 
c. Legs 

 

2. Fish need                                  (1mark) 
a. Frogs 
b. Eggs 
c. Water 

 
3. What do gills help fish to do?                                    (1mark) 

a. Swim 
b. Breathe 
c. Eat 

 
4. Fish take in water through their:                              (1mark) 

a. Mouth 
b. Eyes 
c. Gills 

 
5. Tropical fish need                                                       (1mark) 

a. Cold water 
b. Warm water 
c. Tepid water 
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6. Find a word in paragraph 1 which means “look at”.  _________ 
(1mark) 
 

7. What does the word “vital” in paragraph 4 mean? (1mark) 
_______________________________________________ 
 

8. Why would you need a large fish tank?                   (2 marks) 
_______________________________________________ 
 

9. Why do some tanks need a water heater?             (2 marks) 
_______________________________________________ 
 

10. What might happen to a fish if the owner forgot to keep 
its tank clean?                                                           (2 marks) 

          ______________________________________________ 

11. In your opinion would a fish be an easy pet to look after? 
                                                                                    (2 marks) 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
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    Section B: Part 2- Short reading text 
Look carefully at the following magazine cover. 
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Now answer the following questions:  (1 mark each) 

1.  What is this magazine called? 

___________________________________________________ 

2. Who do you think is one of the characters of this magazine? 

____________ 

3. When was the magazine issued? __________________________ 

4. On which website would you go to if you would like further information 

about this magazine? 

___________________________________________________ 

5. Which two craft ideas can be found on this magazine? 

i.  __________________________________ 

ii. ___________________________________ 

6. What does this magazine promise after reading through it? 

__________________________________________________ 

7.  What do you think the bear enjoys doing? 

___________________________________________________ 

8. Explain what is written on the bear’s top. 

____________________________________________________ 

9.  On which page would you find ‘the Snowman Stacking Cups’? 

__________________________________________________ 
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Section B :Writing Part 1: Grammar 
Fill in the blanks to make the sentences more interesting. (5 marks) 

E.g. The teacher observed her class silently while they were doing their 
work. 

a.  Joan cleaned her ____________ bedroom. 

b.  At the concert, the crowd shouted ____________ for more songs. 

c.  Mother baked ________________cookies. 

d.  Mrs. Jones drove her car ____________ to church 

e.  Tammy went to the store to buy some ________ eggs. 

 

B. Complete each sentence by changing the present tense verb in the  

bracket to the past.  (5 marks) 

e.g. I (give) gave my mother a bouquet of flowers for her birthday 
 
1.  David (picks) ____________ the ball from the hedge. 

2.  Jamie (bring) ____________ a fruit salad to school today. 

3.  He (buys) _______________ a black cat to catch all the mice. 

4.  We (eat) _____________pizza last Friday. 

5.  Alicia (steal) ______________the keys to the cupboard from her 

     aunt. 
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Section B Writing: Part 2- Short Writing Text 
John your classmate has been sick with the flu.  He has been away from 
school for two weeks. 

Fill in the “Get Well Soon Note” to cheer him up and let him know what you 
have been doing at school. (8 marks) 

                                              

                     

                                        Date : _______________ 

               Dear _____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      From: _________________ 
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Section B Part 3: LONG WRITING TASK 
 
Choose ONE of the following titles. Write around 70 to 100 words about it.  
Use interesting sentences. (15 marks) 

1.  The Big Surprise 

Write about the biggest surprise you have ever had in your life! Remember 
to explain what happened in detail. Here are some questions to help you: 

When did it happen? 

Who was with you? 

Where did it happen? 

What did you do? 

Why did these events occur? 

OR 

2. Continue the Story 

Janet was on her way home from school.  She was on her school van and it 
just turned into her street when Janet noticed something strange!  She 
suddenly felt scared… 

 

OR 
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3.  The Birthday Cake –Write a short story about the following 
pictures 
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FIRST PLAN THE STORY YOU CHOSE IN THE SPACE BELOW 

(2 marks) 

STORY _______ (Write 1 or 2 or 3) 

Title __________________________________________ 

 

BEGINNING 

MIDDLE 

END 
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Now use your plan to write about the story that you chose. The story must 
be around 100 words.      

                                 (15 marks) 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

Ideas 5, grammar 3, vocabulary 4, punctuation 3, Total: _____________ 
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