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Pete’s Surprise 

 

Pete’s birthday was coming up soon.  This year his birthday was going to 
be during the half term holiday.  He wanted a party but Mum and Dad said 
that parties were very expensive and they didn’t think they could manage 
it this year. 

Instead Pete invited his best friend Josh for tea, but Josh had made plans 
to go out that day.  Oh well, perhaps he wouldn’t be seeing his friends on 
his birthday but his grandparents were bound to come and see him, Pete 
thought to himself. 

At last it was the day Pete has been waiting for, 23rd February, his eighth 
birthday.  After gulping down his breakfast he got dressed and, waited 
impatiently for the postman to arrive.  There were many birthday cards, 
and a present from his aunt. 

Pete put the cards on the windowsill and started to do the new jigsaw that 
his aunt has given him.  It was a map of the world with some pieces shaped 
like the creatures that lived in that part of the world.  There were lion and 
zebra shapes in Africa, penguin shapes in the Antarctic and polar bears in 
the Arctic.  It was fascinating and he spent most of the morning piecing it 
together. 

After lunch, Pete realised that he was having a very quiet birthday and 
thought that perhaps it would have been better to be at school after all.  
In the middle of the afternoon his grandparents arrived with cards, 
presents and big hugs!  A little later the doorbell went and in came Josh.  
Then the doorbell went again and two more of his friends arrived. 

Pete was lost for words.  What was happening?  Within ten minutes twelve 
of his friends had arrived, as had three of his aunts and four cousins.  It 
slowly dawned on Pete that it was a surprise party!  Mum had made party 
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food, Grandad had organised games and Gran had made a cake in the 
shape of a racing track.   

As Pete lay in bed that night he felt that the surprise party had made his 
eighth birthday the best birthday ever!  
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Circle the correct answer 

1.  Why did Mum and Dad say that Pete couldn’t have a party? 
a.  They were too busy. 
b.  It was too cold. 
c.  It would be too expensive. 
d.  There was not enough food. 

 

2. The word expensive means: 
a.  Difficult to do. 
b.  Costing a lot of money. 
c.  Very big. 

 

3.  Who was Pete’s best friend? 
a. Jim. 
b. Jill. 
c. John. 
d. Josh. 

 
4.  Who arrived with ‘big hugs’? 

a.  His grandparents. 
b.  His aunt. 
c.  His mum. 
d.  His friends. 
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5.  How old was Pete on his birthday? 
a. Six.                            
b. Eight. 
c. Seven. 
d. Nine.  

 
6.  The phrase ‘slowly dawned on Pete’ means: 

a.  Pete woke up early. 
b. Pete realised what was happening. 
c. Pete was tired. 
d. Pete had a headache.  

       

Put a (✓) to state whether the following questions are True or False: 
 

 True False 

7.    Pete’s grandparents arrived after lunch.   

8.   The birthday cake had a monster face.   

9.   Josh told Pete that he was going out with his  

       parents. 

  

10.  Pete had planned out his day carefully.   

11.  The day turned out to be Pete’s best day ever  

        after all. 
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Write the correct word to complete each sentence. 

12.   Pete’s birthday was on the 23rd of ___________________. 

13.   His aunt sent him a new __________________. 

14.  In the African part of the jigsaw there were pieces shaped like     

   lions and ________________. 

15.  A ______________could be found in the Antarctic. 

16. Twelve of Pete’s ____________________ and four of his  

       _________________________ arrived for his party. 

 

19.  Fill in the table to name the person that helped with the 
  organisation of the party or the item that was prepared. 

 
Person Item 

 Organized games 

 Made the party food 

Gran  
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Reading Comprehension 
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Writing 
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25 35 60 

                                                                     

Read the following instructions carefully: 

• Fill in your name and class 
• Turn the page only when you’re told 
• Read carefully the titles and questions before writing down the answer 
• If you don’t know an answer, continue with the other exercises and come 

back to it at the end 
• Cross out mistakes neatly  
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Section A: Part 1- Long reading text 
 

World Landmarks 

Europe is one of seven continents.  The other six are North America, 
South America, Africa, Asia, Australia and Antarctica.  Some of the 
countries in Europe are the United Kingdom, France, Holland and 
Greece.  Throughout Europe, you can find a variety of famous 
landmarks that bring millions of tourists to the continent every year.  
Here are three famous human landmarks. (Par. 1) 

Terrific tower 

The Eiffel Tower is found in Paris, 
France, and was completed on 31st 
March 1989.  It took just over two years 
to build.  Until 1930, it was the tallest 
building in the world, being 324m tall.  
This is the same as an 81 storey 

building!  Seven million tourists visited in 2013, making it the most-
visited paid monument in the world.  There is even a miniature copy 
of the tower in Las Vegas, USA. (Par. 2) 

 

Mysterious Stones 

The mysterious Stonehenge can be 
found in the English countryside in 
Wiltshire.  People believe that the 
stones were erected around 5,000 
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years ago, but nobody is certain as to why.  It is also a mystery of 
how the stones got there, with many believeing that the stones were 
brought to Wiltshire from over 200 miles away.  The mystery of the 
stones brings around a million visitors every year, with its busiest day 
on 21st June for the summer solstice. (Par. 3) 

 

Colourful Cathedral 

St.Basil is found in Moscow, 
Russia, and is shaped like 
flames, though many of the 
towers look like colourful ice 
cream cones.  St.Basils is the 
only cathedral of its kind; no 
other cathedral has ever 
looked like that, which is why so many people flock to the famous 
landmark every year.  St.Basil’s cool design and colours are often 
mistaken for the Kremlin, the home of the Russian President. (Par. 4) 

 

1.Write True or False : (1 mark each) 

  a.   Europe is a continent        ______________ 

b.  France is in Africa             ______________ 

c.  Africa is not a continent   ______________ 

d.  Holland is in Europe          ______________ 

e.  France is in Paris               ______________  
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Answer the following questions in full sentences: (2 marks each) 

2.  Was the Eiffel tower the tallest building in the world in the year 1930?   

      Why? (Par. 1) 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

3.  Where can you find a copy of the Eiffel Tower?(Par. 1) 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

4.  Where can the Mysterious Stones be found? (Par. 2) 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

5.  How many visitors travel to see these Mysterious Stones every year? 
(Par. 2) 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

6.  Describe St. Basils Cathedral. (Par. 4) 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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Section A: Part 2- Short reading text 
 

Look at the following book cover and its blurb, then answer the following 
questions.  (10 marks) 

Book Cover  
 

 
 

Blurb 

A hilarious, touching and 

extraordinary new fable from David 

Walliams, number one bestseller and 

fastest growing children’s author in 

the country. 

Joe has a lot of reasons to be happy. 

About a billion of them, in fact. 

You see, Joe's rich. Really, really rich! 

Joe's got his own bowling alley, his 

own cinema, even his own butler who is 

also an orangutan. He's the wealthiest 

twelve-year-old in the land. 

Yes, Joe has absolutely everything he 

could possibly want. But there’s just 

one thing he really needs: a friend… 

 
 

1.  What is the title of the book? (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________ 

2.  Who is the author of the book? (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________ 

3.  Who do you think is the main character of the book? (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________ 
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4.  How would you describe the main character? (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

5.  How would you describe the setting of the book? (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

6.  What do you think is the problem in the story? (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

7. Do you think the story is a realistic  or a fantasy story? (1 mark) 
_____________________________________________________ 
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Section B :Writing Part 1: Grammar 
 

Read the sentences.  In each sentence, write another word which means 
the same thing as the one underlined. (4marks) 

Example:  I like cold water best.  It tastes good when it is icy. 

1.  The horse is big.  How did it get so __________? 
2.   That man is so noisy.  His voice is so ____________! 
3.   That baby has such pink cheeks.  His ___________ cheeks are so     

   cute. 
4.    I would like a little piece of your cake.  Will you give me a  

    ______________ bite? 

 

Complete each sentence by writing the word in the bracket in plural form 
(6 marks). 

Example:  We all washed the (dish)dishes after lunch. 

1. Farmer John likes his little town.  The (city) ___________are too  
big! 

2. Alison likes to visit different (church) _________ on Sundays. 

3. French fries are good but I don’t like roast (potato) ____________. 

4. The (lady) ____________ looked very nice in their dresses. 

5. The (child) __________ ran towards a flock of (sheep) 

______________. 
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Section B Writing Part 2:- Short Writing Text 
 

Create a new type of sandwich!  It can involve any ingredients that you 
like. Maybe it’s a speciality sandwich that you make all the time, or maybe 
it’s something totally new?  Be creative and have fun!  (8 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name your sandwich 

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______ 

-

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

________________ 
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Section B Part 3: LONG WRITING TASK 
 

Choose ONE of the following titles. Write around 70 to 100 words about it.  
Use interesting sentences.  

1.  A Terrible Morning 

 
Use the above pictures to explain what happened one morning. 

Who went to play outside? 

What did they play? 

How did the window pane break? 

What happened afterwards? 

OR 

2. Write a letter to your friend who lives abroad to explain to him/her 
how you spend your day at school.  Do not forget to include your 
address. 

OR 
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3. Spring 
What is so special about this season?   
What is the weather like? 
What clothes do we wear? 
What food do we eat? 
How do you usually spend your days during spring.  
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FIRST PLAN THE STORY YOU CHOSE IN THE SPACE BELOW (2 marks) 

STORY _______ (Write 1 , 2 or 3) 

Title __________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEGINNING 
MIDDLE 

END 
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Now use your plan to write the story that you chose (15 marks) 

The story should have paragraphs and must be around 100 words. 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 
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