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THERESA NUZZO SCHOOL MARSA Half-Yearly Exams 2018-2019 

GRADE 5 ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION 1 

FACTS ABOUT ANCIENT GREECE 
OLD CIVILISATION 
It’s believed the first Ancient Greek 
civilisations were formed nearly 4,000 
years ago (approximately 1600 BC) by 
the mighty Mycenaeans of Crete (a Greek 
Island). The Ancient Greek Empire 
spread from Greece through Europe and, 
in 800 BC, the Greeks started to split 
their land into city-states, each with its 
own laws, customs and rulers. 

STORIES 
The Ancient Greeks had lots of stories to 
help them learn about their world. The 
gods featured heavily in these tales, and 
so did mythological monsters. These tales 
are known as Greek mythology. 

MYTHOLOGICAL MONSTERS 
 

Cerberus: a 
three-headed 
dog that 
guarded the 
gates to the 
underworld. 

Medusa: a witch whose look could 
turn people to stone. 

Cyclops:  giants who had only one eye 
in the middle of their forehead! 

Minotaur: a monster who was half 
men, half beast and who lived in the 
middle of a maze. 

GODS AND GODDESSES 
The Greeks had many gods and 
goddesses. The king of the gods was 
Zeus. Statues of these gods were placed 
inside temples, the most famous of which 
was the Parthenon. This temple in Athens 
was built for 
the goddess 
Athena, the 
protector of 
the city. 

Look at this information: (6 marks) 
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CLOTHES 
Most Greeks, both men and 
women, wore a chiton which was 
like a long T-shirt hanging from 
the shoulders sometimes down to 
the ankles. It was made from one 
large piece of cotton. 

FESTIVALS 
The Ancient Greeks held many 
festivals in honour of their 
gods. To celebrate the god 
Zeus, for example, the first 
Greek Olympics were held in 
the city of Olympia in 776 BC 
and are thought to have 
inspired our own Olympic 
Games! The winners of each 
event were given a wreath of 
leaves, and when they 
returned home, they would be 
given free meals and the best 
seats in the theatre! 

FUN FACTS - Did you know… ? 
 Some Greeks did not eat beans because they 

thought beans contained the souls of the dead! 

 The Greeks invented the theatre; they loved 
watching plays and built many theatres in their 
cities. Some of these theatres held 15,000 
people! 

A. Underline the correct answer. (½ mark each) 

1. The Ancient Greek civilisation started (4000, 1600, 800) years ago. 

2. The Parthenon was a (theatre, city, temple). 

3. The Ancient Greeks had (only two, a few, a lot of) stories. 

4. Zeus was the (smallest, king, oldest) of the gods. 

5. Medusa was a (dog, witch, giant). 

6. Cyclops had (one eye, two eyes, three eyes). 

  T F NIG 

1 Each Greek city-state had its own ruler.    

2 The first Olympics were held in Athens.    

3 Only men wore chitons.    

4 Some Greeks did not eat beans.    

5 Running races were part of the Olympic games.    

6 Winners in the Olympic games were given free meals.    

B. Tick: True (T), False (F) or No Information Given (NIG) (½ mark each) 
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THESEUS AND THE MINOTAUR 

 King Aegeus was very worried because he had to give 
seven women and seven men to be fed to the Minotaur. He 
told Theseus about the problem. (paragraph 1) 
 “I will go, myself, and meet this Minotaur,” said 
Theseus. (paragraph 2) 
 His father begged him not to be so foolish, but 
Theseus wouldn’t listen. He was young, brave and strong 
and he was sure he could kill the Minotaur. (paragraph 3) 
 “I will kill the Minotaur and then no more men and 
women will have to die,” he said. (paragraph 4) 
 When Theseus and the other young people arrived in 
Crete, King Minos was friendly. They were treated very 

well and given games to play and rich food to eat. Princess Ariadne, King Minos’s 
beautiful young daughter, saw Theseus and immediately fell in love with him. Ariadne 
did not want Theseus to be fed to the horrible Minotaur so she wrote him a letter and 
slipped it under his bedroom door. (paragraph 5) 

THERESA NUZZO SCHOOL MARSA Half-Yearly Exams 2018-2019 

GRADE 5 ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION 2 

A. Underline the correct answer. (½ mark each) 

1. The story tells the (problems, adventures, ideas) of Theseus. 

2. King Aegeus was very (happy, worried, angry). 

3. King Aegeus (begged, wanted, did not want) his son to go to the Minotaur. 

4. King Minos (was, was not, became) friendly to the people from Athens. 

SECTION 1 (10 marks) 

This is part of an old Greek myth (story) about one of the adventures of Theseus, a 
Greek hero. Theseus’s father, Aegeus, was King of Athens. Minos, the King of Crete, 
was going to attack Athens unless Aegeus sent seven women and seven men to Crete. 
They were to be fed to the Minotaur, a monster who was half men, half beast and 
who lived in the middle of a maze. 
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B. Answer these questions (1 mark each) 

1. Why was King Aegeus worried?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who did King Aegeus tell about his problem? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. What were the people from Athens given when they arrived in Crete? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why did Princess Ariadne not want Theseus to be fed to the Minotaur? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

C. Match column A with Column B. The first one is done for you as an example. 
 (½ mark each) 

COLUMN A 

1 Minotaur 

2 Minos 

3 Aegeus 

4 Theseus 

5 Ariadne 

COLUMN B 

 the king of Athens 

 the daughter of the king of Crete 

 the king of Crete 

1 a monster  

 the son of the king of Athens 

D. Find from the story. DO NOT USE the same word twice: (½ mark each) 

1. TWO adjectives to describe Theseus (paragraph 3) 

 ___________________ and ___________________  

2. ONE adjective to describe Ariadne (paragraph 5): ___________________  

3. ONE adjective to describe the Minotaur (paragraph 5): ___________________  
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 Prince Theseus slipped out of the palace and waited patiently by the gate. 
Princess Ariadne finally showed up. In her hands, she carried a sword and a ball of 
string. (paragraph 6) 
 “You must ask to be the first one to go into the maze tomorrow,” she whispered. 
“Here is a ball of string. Tie one end to the door when they have locked you in. Unroll 
the string as you go through the maze and it will help you to find your way back. I will 
be at the door at midnight to let you out.” (paragraph 7) 
 The next day, Theseus did as the Princess said. He unrolled the string as he 
searched for the middle of the maze. When he found it, the Minotaur was waiting for 
him. The Minotaur was horrible! It had a huge human body and the neck and head of a 
bull. When the Minotaur saw Theseus, it rushed at him bellowing loudly. (paragraph 8) 
 Theseus was not afraid. He jumped to one side and punched the Minotaur over 
the heart. Every time the Minotaur rushed at him, Theseus punched it again. At last, 
the Minotaur began to grow weak. Theseus jumped onto its back, took hold of the 
great horns and forced its head back. He used the sword that Princess Ariadne gave 
him to kill the Minotaur. (paragraph 9) 
 Theseus picked up the end of the string and began to find his way back. He 
knocked on the door and it opened at once. There he found Princess Ariadne waiting 
for him. They left the island of Crete together in the dark of the night and went back to 
Athens. (paragraph 10) 

SECTION 2 (14 marks) 

Dear Theseus, 

I am a beautiful princess as you probably noticed the minute 

you saw me. I am also a very bored princess. Without my help, 

the Minotaur will surely gobble you up. I know a trick or two 

that will save your life. If I help you kill the monster, you must 

promise to take me away from this tiny island so that others 

can admire my beauty. If interested in this deal, meet me by the 

gate to the maze of the Minotaur at midnight. 

Yours very truly, 

Princess Ariadne 
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  T F NIG 

1 Ariadne was 18 years old.    

2 Princess Ariadne was happy in Crete.    

3 Theseus took the ball of string with him in the maze.    

4 Princess Ariadne wanted to help Theseus.    

5 Ariadne was very proud and full of herself.    

6 The Minotaur was sleeping when Theseus found it.    

7 The palace was far from the maze where the Minotaur lived.    

8 Theseus was afraid of the monster.    

E. Tick: True (T), False (F) or No Information Given (NIG) (½ mark each) 

G. Answer these questions (1 mark each) 

1. How did Ariadne introduce herself in the letter she sent to Theseus? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Ariadne give Theseus a ball of string?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

F. Underline the best answer from the brackets. (½ mark each) 

1. Ariadne and Theseus met at the gate (at midnight, in the morning, in the evening). 

2. Theseus found the Minotaur (at once, immediately, after he looked for it). 

3. Ariadne gave Theseus (a sword, an axe, a bottle). 

4. Theseus punched the Minotaur (once, three times, several times). 

5. Theseus tied the string to (the gate, the door, his arm). 

6. In Crete, Theseus was living in a (palace, maze, house). 

7. Theseus and Ariadne (left, stayed in, returned to) Crete. 

8. Crete was a (big, tiny, small) island according to Ariadne. 
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I. Answer these questions: (1 mark each) 

1. How do you know that Theseus accepted the deal offered to him by Ariadne? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. Why, do you think, Princess Ariadne suggested to Theseus to be the first one to go 
into the maze? 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________ 

NOW, ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS ABOUT BOTH SECTIONS 

 Theseus travelled to Crete. 

 Theseus and Ariadne escaped from Crete. 

1 King Minos threatened to attack Athens. 

 Princess Ariadne fell in love with Theseus. 

 Theseus killed the Minotaur. 

H. Put these sentences in order. The first one has been done for you. (½ mark each) 

END OF THE READING COMPREHENSION PAPER 


